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Focus Areas 
Funded

• Preparedness Planning and Readiness Assessment
• Surveillance and Epidemiology – Core Activities (Funded Year 2)
• Laboratory Capacity – Biological Agents
• Health Alert Network/Training (Funded Year 2)

North 
Carolina has 
strengthened 
its capacity 
to respond 
to threats of 
bioterrorism 
by:

• Completing the initial draft of a comprehensive Statewide 
Bioterrorism Response Plan;

• Developing a bioterrorism resource document and information 
library;

• Developing partnerships with other agencies (emergency services 
providers, law enforcement, and local hospita ls) that would be 
critical to the response of a bioterrorist event;

• Enhancing laboratory capacity to provide rapid and accurate 
diagnostic testing for biologic agents;

• Participating in laboratory training on agents of bioterrorism; and,
• Conducting drills and exercises to test the level of preparedness 

of the current response system to quickly respond to potential 
bioterrorism threats.

Project Year 
2 Plans 
(August 31, 
2000-August 
30, 2001) 
include:

• Expanding training of local and state public health offic ials;
• Completing the North Carolina Bioterrorism Response Plan;
• Conducting exercises to test local and state public health 

bioterrorism response plans;
• Assisting hospitals across the state in their development and 

exercising of bioterrorism/mass casualty p lans;
• Continuing to enhance laboratory capacity to provide rapid and 

accurate diagnostic testing for biologic agents;
• Developing and implementing an internet -based surveillance 

mechanism with analytical capacity;
• Connecting all local health jurisdictions t o the Health Alert 

Network;
• Developing an electronic alert mechanism;
• Training local health jurisdictions in the HAN protocols; and,
• Developing a joint training program to train both public health and 

hospital staff in bioterrorism response;
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Contact 
Info rmation

 General Information

Lou Turner, DrPH
State Laboratory Director
Phone:  919-715-5874
Fax:      919 -733-8695
E-mail:   lou.turner@ncmail.net

Preparedness Planning and Readiness Asse ssment

Lou Turner, DrPH

Samara Adrian
Phone:  919-715-2642
Fax:      919 -715-8186
E-mail:  samara.Adrian@ncmail.net

Surveillance and Epidemiology - Core Capacity

J. Newt MacCormack, MD, MPH
State Epidemiologist
Phone:  919-715-7394
Fax:      919 -733-0195
E-mail:  newt.maccormack@ncmail.net

Laboratory Capacity – Biological Agents

Samuel Merritt, DrPH
Microbiology Branch Chief
Phone:  919-733-7367
Fax:      919-733-8695
Email:   samuel.merritt@ncmail.net

Health Alert Network

Rajesh Virkar
Phone:  919-715-5595
Fax:      919 -733-8485
Email:   rajesh.virkar@ncmail.net
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Key 
Emergency 
Contacts

Federal Emergency Management Agency: (770) 220-5200
State Emergency Management Agency: (919) 733-3718
Federal Bureau of Investigation: (704) 377-9200
State Public Health Agency: (919) 715-6733
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